A second Green Revolution based on organic systems?
• The future for organic farming is uncertain. Much depends on the availability and price of fertilizer (especially nitrogen) and farm labor, produce-price relationships, the domestic and world demand for food, concern for soil and water conservation, concern for health and the environment, and U.S. policies toward the development and promotion of organic farming practices. Due to one or more of the above factors, it may be economical for some farmers to produce certain crops and livestock organically rather than conventionally.
[ The dilemma of price premiums
• Some research suggests price is the leading barrier to greater organic food consumption. • Economic studies suggest that price premiums needed for profitability competitiveness of some organic farming systems in some areas, but not in others. • Even where prices appear adequate to assure profitability, on average, risk and other factors inhibit expansion of organic farming systems.
9-year average (1995-2003) ratios of organic-to-'conventional' (US) prices 
Structure of agriculture considerations
• Cause What structures are conducive to expansion of organic agriculture?
• Effects How do particular organic structures impact the goals of organic agriculture?
Implications of current structure for adoption of organic systems
• Organic farming systems tend to be more laborand management-intensive. • Both very large and small, part-time farms are more conducive to specialized and capitalintensive operations. • Even the moderate-sized farms have less family labor and management available than in earlier eras. • Small-area organic farms near urban markets that focus on horticultural crops and smallanimal livestock systems may fit within the current structure.
Can 'industrial organic' achieve the goals of organic agriculture?
• Environmental and ecological goals?
-What organic rules will prevail?
• Agrarian tradition goals?
-Guthman argues that California, for example, "never had an agrarian tradition". -Is the "Jeffersonian" family farm adequate, in itself, as a social goal for organic agriculture, anyway? What about hired laborers in the organic farm and food system, also?
• Food safety and nutrition goals?
Structure of agriculture lessons from the first Green Revolution?
• The first Green Revolution had one overriding goal-to satisfy pressing food needs of large and rapidly growing populations in developing countries. • Other social and environmental goals have taken on importance in the revolution's aftermath, as unintended consequences have become increasingly apparent. • Will expansion of organic production area and consumption be the overriding goals of the second Green Revolution, or will other goals also be given substantial weight? 
Public policies
• Public policies played important role in the first Green Revolution, and economic policies, especially, took on even greater importance as the revolution seemed to stall in the mid-1970s. • Policies within the European Union have actively supported a second Green Revolution based in part on organic agriculture for more than a decade. • Public policy support for organic agriculture within the US is largely passive, rather than active.
Prospects for more active policy support in the US for organic agriculture?
• payments makes it easier for farmers to stay with 'conventional' systems (also has been true until recently under the European Union's Common Agricultural Policy). • CSP or some type of organic program costshare and incentive payments may be needed to overcome obstacles to adoption (including the current 'commodity-type' payments).
Challenges for this workshop in identifying the bases for a second Green Revolution
Session 4 (strategies)
Session 6 (benefits of organic food production) 
